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became the most popular instrument,
and this produced a wonderful line of
players and composers, headed by
Schumann, Chopin, Liszt and Brahms.
Robert Schumann (1810-1856) was
the most literary-minded of all the
great composers. In fact, there was a
time in his life when literature nearly
claimed him for its own, but instead he
became the perfect exponent of the
German romantic movement in music.
Nurtured in the atmosphere of books,
he came under the compelling influence
of the romantic poets and novelists.

An Unhappy Ending.

He was born at Zwickau, in Saxony,
and his father was a bookseller and a
writer. He went to Leipzig University
to study law, but when he met Professor
Wieck (who taught him the piano) he

gave up law for music. He fell in love
with Wieck's daughter, Clara, but their
projected marriage met with much
opposition from Clara's father.

During the years they were engaged
Schumann wrote some of his loveliest
and most inspired piano music, such as
" Papillons," " Carnival/' " Fantasie-
stiicke," " Kreisleriana," " Scenes from
Childhood," and " Arabesque." The
courtship and marriage of Robert and
Clara Schumann was as near perfection
as is possible in this imperfect world.
Owing to an accident to one of his
fingers when a young man, Schumann
was forced to give up playing the piano,*
but Clara Wieck was a distinguished
pianist, and did more than anyone to
make her husband's music known.

Schumann's end was an unhappy one.
He developed strange noises in his head

THE FIRST CONDUCTOR WITH A BATON
Carl Maria Friedrich Ernst von Weber, if not born with a silver spoon in his mouth, at least
came of a distinguished family, and we think of him in our day as Weber the Composer, He
was the first conductor of an orchestra to use a baton, as is shown in the caricatures reproduced
above. 1786 was the year of his birth, and he died in London in 1826 after producing " Oberon,"
for the purposes of which opera he learned to speak the English language.